Parenting and childhood behavior problems: mothers' and fathers' voices.
Through thematic analysis of interviews, we explored parents' perceptions of their child's behaviors and their own parenting. A purposive sample of four mothers and four fathers who reported behavior problems for their 7(1/2) year-old-child was selected from a larger study. Parents appraised their child positively despite episodic behavior problems, and described parenting in the context of financial difficulties, marital conflict, chronic illness, lack of support for parenting, and abuse in the parent's family of origin. Data suggest a need for timely mental health services to assist parents with managing their child's behaviors within the context of the family's situation.